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MIAMI, July 8— The Cuban 
exile leader of the abortive 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion has 
reportedly delivered $21,000 in 
"support” money for the con- 
victed Watergate burglars who 
were from Miami.. 

Manuel F. Artime, the Cuban 
leader, has reportedly told the 
Dade County State , Attorney, 
Richard E. Gefstein, that the 
money came in cash either j 
directly or indirectly from E I 
Howard Hunt Jr., another con! 
victed Watergate conspirator. 

Sources close to the investi- 
gation' told The New York 
Times that Mr. Artime had tes- 
tified that the money was 
passed on to Bernard L. Barker 
Frank' Sturgis, Eugenio R. Mar- 
tinez and Virgilio Gonzalez — 
a l convicted Watergate bur- 
glars from Miami— and their 
families. 

In sworn testimony Thurs- 
day . before Mr. Gerstein’s in- 
vestigator, Mr. Artime report- 
edly said that he had had 
frequent contacts with the five 
jailed figures. He said the 
latest- took place a week ago 
when he visited them at the 

Cran ral PriS ° n 3t Danbur >’. 

Key Biscayne Meeting 
Mr. Gerstein, whose year- 
long investigation of the Miami 
aspects of the Watergate affair 
first uncovered financial links 
between the breakfin and the 
Committee for the Re-election 
of the President, is seeking evi- 
dence that the entry was plan- 
ned and approved at a Key 
taynemeeting on March 30, 
iy / 2 . The break-in occurred 
June 17, 1972. 

Details of the meeting, al- 
legedly attended by former At- 
Genera] John N. 
Mitchell, were described last 
month before the Senate Wa- 
tergate Committee by Jeb 
Stuart Magruder, former depu- 
ty director of the Committee 
for the Re-election of the Pres- 
ident. 

• ?- om ® , Ie gal experts here have 
indicated a belief that persons 
involved in the Key Biscayne 
meeting, and others who from 
Washington allegedly ordered 
the wiretapping of Senator 
George McGovern’s Miami 
Beach election headquarters, 
could be indicted under Flor- 
ida law. - 

Mr. Artime and other Cuban I 
exiles organized the Miami I 



Watergate Defense Kener tuna 
last February. 

At that time, the fund, in- 
corporated as a Florida “chari- 
table organization,” opened an 
account with the Bank • of 
Miami and began soliciting I 
funds for the relief of Barkr- 1 
Sturgis, Martinez and GonzalA 1 

The fund’s account—i s safeA 
to be exhausted at present",' 
But sources close to the case 
said that bank records showed 
that between February and 
May, more than $5,800 was 
deposited to the account of 
which almost, $3,600 was : in 
cash. During that period Bar- 
ker received $660 and the other 
three Cuban conspirators $425 
each. A total of $3,797.50 was 
paid to the Washington law 
firm tha,t represents the four, 
the sources said. 

Top Operative 

. Mr- Artime, owner of a meat 
importing company here, was 
selected early in 196T repor- 
tedly by Hunt, to lead the Bay 
of Pigs invasion force. 

At that time Hunt was the 
top Central Intelligence Agency 
operative supervising the in- 
vasion s planning and execu- 
tion. Working for Hunt as 
paymaster for the United 
States-supported, Miami-based 
Cuban Revolutionary Council 
was Bernard L. Barker. The 
council’s military arm was the 
Invasion force. 

Mr. Artime was among the 
exiles captured and jailed. 

After _ his release from a 
Cuban jail in December, 1962 
Mr. Artime is said to have had 
many personal and professional 
contacts with Hunt, who is the 
godfather of one of his children 
Barker, in his testimony be- 
fore the Senate Watergate Com- 
mittee last month, said that 
when he was recruited by Hunt 
in April, 1971, he and Huntsaw 
in Miami “two or three persons 
who are in the old Cuban Rev- 
olutionary Council.” 

Sources close to Mr. Ger- 
stein’s investigation said that 
Mr. Artime had denied any 
prior knowledge of the Water- 
gate break-in. He reportedly 
sard, however, that he met Hunt 
later m 1971 and that Hunt, 
who said he was working for 
the_ White House, tried to re- 
cruit him and other Cubans for 
an operation in Panama re- 
lated to drug traffic. 

Also Met Liddy 

Mr. Artime, who appearec 
voluntarily and who was no; 



accompanied by a lawyer, 0ttu 
that during one of his contact 

J n Miami he aI « 

met G. Gordon Liddy, anothea 
convicted Watergate 7 ’ consph 

According to sources close 
l? } k e case, Mr. Artime test! 
ned that he had first learned 

fm'S* the Water gate break-ir 
from newspaper accounts 

A few months later, he re- 
portedly said, he and a “group 
of friends” came up with a 
plan to set up the relief fund 
it. m i the testimony did not 
elaborate on the inception. He 
is said to have consulted Hunt 

to plan durin S a trip 

fo Washington, and Hunt is 
said to have called it a “verv 
good idea.” ■’ . 

; Shortly afterward, the sources 

quoted Mr. Artime as saying 
Hunts wife, Dorothy, came 
alone to Miami and told him 





!'i a would be provided that time 

Jo t he fund. She is said to Artime sa 

the Vur S M ed ^ Aftime that Manila e 
the four Miamians would have in cash 

no legal problems in Washing- „ ■£. 
ton But she reportedly said bthS ^ ? - 
Barker might have some -Artime 1 
trouble in Miami because offset that 
a charge of having falsely ’ 

termed a signature t 0 c fs 
u, check that went i »“**«! wu ; 

through^ the Committee for the delivery of 
Re-election of the President. 

Gerstein Was Prosecutor 
Prosecuted by Mr. Gerstein, mail boxThree 

Following Mrs. Hunt’s death saying tlat most of 

ber 197? la Mr Cr f rt h in was &«bu£d ° f $21 

S, 1972 .. Mr. Artime visited Miamians, 

Hunt again m Washington. At got less 1 



cause he is not married and has 
■no close family. 

? sources saM that in his 

7 isit to fa a s r hin d S ^|£lI S CeiSs^ 

- reportedly was told by Although he ^hLacteri^' 

a signature to ca^a 

check that went name and arrange for a new and ® arker 

ir deliverv nf new , ve f7 bad agents,” and 



